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MOTHER JONES MUSEUM HOSTS OPEN HOUSE EVENT APRIL 30 
Filming by Hollywood to take place 

 
MT. OLIVE–  
     A series of exhibits, talks and performances and special filming about Mother 
Jones and the area will be featured at the new Mother Jones Museum on Saturday April 
30. The title of the program is “May Day and Solidarity: Miners, Mother Jones, and the 
Struggle for a Living Wage”  
 
Festivities on April 30 
      The festivities include a talk by Jeana Brown, great-granddaughter of a miner who 
organized in West Virginia with Mother Jones. Brown will talk about her family’s 
memories of Mother Jones in the struggle to bring a living wage to the coal mining 
communities.  
      There will be performances, poetry, and exhibits on the themes of solidarity, 
mining, inequality over time. The museum will also host a special showing of excerpts of 
the new PBS Mine Wars documentary, with a wraparound talk by the museum’s lead 
historian who is also featured in the program, Rosemary Feurer of Northern Illinois 
University. Jeanna Brown will join this discussion to add from her family’s memories 
passed down.  
 
New Plans for Museum   
     Visitors will be able to see a new design for the museum plans during this open 
house. Riccio Exhibit Service, based in Lerna, IL formerly associated with the Illinois 
State Museum has been working with the museum for the last few months, and this will 
be the first opportunity for visitors to get a glimpse of the future plans 
     Museum Board member, Joann Condellone, the great granddaughter of an 
immigrant Italian coal miner from nearby Benld, Illinois, remarked: “The May Day 
program will build understanding of this special history, and how important our region is 
in the national and global struggle for fair wages and decent working conditions. Mother 
Jones was associated with May Day because of its connection with the 8 hour day 
campaign and the living wage, and we are proud our museum will educate about this 
history.” 
 
Hollywood at the Museum—participate in a spirit thread of history 
      On Friday and Saturday, visitors from Hollywood will be helping us create some 
buzz around the Museum. Nina Zippay and John Cariani, an award-winning actor 



(Julian Beck in Law & Order) and accomplished playwright, will be working with the 
museum board for a film treatment about the story of Mother Jones, regional labor 
history and the miners who joined Mother Jones in the struggles for fair wages. They 
will be in the area on Friday and Saturday doing filming. Cariani has his own Hollywood 
production company and the team is planning on producing a short piece about why this 
story is important to remember. Anyone with family memories, or with strong feelings 
around why Mother Jones should be remembered, is welcome to be part of this exciting 
project.. Why do you think should we remember this extraordinary woman or this 
history? Tell your views! Be a part of this film! 
       Nelson Grman, President of the museum board, remarked, “It is a sign of our 
progress that talented people like Nina and John are willing to, at their own expense, 
come here to create a buzz about this important part of local and national history. We 
feel that the stars are lighting for us.” Nina Zippay is from a Mt. Olive family; her love of 
Mother Jones and this history deepened after she left for Los Angeles. 
 The talks and performances will be April 30 from 12-2. The film and wraparound 
talk will be 2-4. The museum will be open for extended hours on that date as well. For 
further information, or to let us know you want to be part of the filmed commentary, contact 
motherjones1930@hotmail.com or 815-754-4750, and visit www.motherjonesmuseum.org to 
find more details. The museum is located at 215 East Main, Mt. Olive, 1 minute from I-55 on 
Illinois Rte 138. 

 
 

Photos caption: Jeana Brown’s miner grandfather and great-grandfather organized 
with Mother Jones for the union and a living wage in West Virginia. Jeana is a social 

justice activist. Jeana will tell stories passed down to her from these brave souls. 
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